874                                  ANALYSIS   OF

side," at the regeneration, will tend to comfort and support the
faithful in the present hour of trial, and render them more
serious, more sober and riyilmil, to work out their salvation,

according to the Apostle's exhortation : " The end of all things,

[or of the present dispensation,] is /if hand : be ye therefore
sober, and milch unto prayer/' 1 Pet. iv. 7 ; " wherefore, expect-
ing these, study to be found by Him, [CHRIST,] spotless and
blameless, in peace; and account the long suffering of the Lord
for salvation/9 2 Pet. iii. 14.

May the light of these wondrous mysteries, kindle in the
hearts of the humble and diligent enquirers, a warmth to which
they were before strangers* ; and may the DIVINE BLESSING
attend these honest and zealous, but sober and deliberate endea-
vours to revive, illustrate, and enforce this awful and awakening
doctrine! Amen.

* Such was the effect of his apocalyptic studies, upon that illustrious reformer of the
Church of England, in the momentous, doctrine of the 3fillenniitm, the " sober minded"
Joseph Mede, as noticed in one of his confidential letters.

t{ I find moie true contentment in the contemplation of those things which GOD hath
been pleased to reveal unto me, than the gieatest dignities which ambition so hunteth

after, could ever afford me-------And I give thanks to ALMIGHTY GOD, who hath made

the light of these His wonderful mysteries to kindle that warmth in ray heart, which I
felt not till I began to see them, and which have made me that which they found me
not."

His modesty and humility, caution and deliberation, in publishing Ms discoveries,
were still more pialseworthy than his uncommon erudition and sagacity.

In a letter to a friend, giving an account of the leisurely and deliberate progress he
made in his Exposition of the Apocalypse, he observes, " I am by natuie cunctabundus
(dilatory) in all things, but in this let no man blame rne if 1 take more pause than ordi-
nary." And he gives this ieason for it: '* Altlus enim hoc ammo meo insedit, [for this
hath been most deeply impressed on my mind,] that rashly to be the author of a false

interptetation 0/1 SCRIPTURE, is TO TAKE GOD'S NAME IN VAIN, in a high degree."------

"Words," says his excellent biographer, Worfhingtoti, "worthy to be wiitteii (to use
Jeremy*s expression, XVII. 1,) with a pen of hon, or with the point of a diamond upon
the table of the heart, in the most legible and lasting chaiacters; words arguing the
author's most serious and pious spirit, full of reverence for the WORD OP GOD, and most
sadly to be considered by the over confident and superficial expositors of the DIVINE
ORACLES and MYSTERIES." General Preface to Mede's Works, p. 22.

And he concludes his Clavis dpocalyptica with this modest remark :

Hsec ita disserni, Lector, non temeie asseruL Hem vero totam EccleslfS3 ex VERBO
DEI at bitrandamt defero. cujus judicio, ut par estj meam de his mystenis sententiam,
lubeus submitto.

And his Clavis ApocaJyptica ends thus devoutly, p. 432.

Id extremiun te volo, Lector, qui in haec incideris, ut si milii assidenti, quid forte re-
velatum esse perspexeiis, ant nbi ipsi, aut aliis, ad haec HYSTERIA [intelligenda] piofutu-
rum, id totum DEI In me misericorditE acceptum rcferas ; Cut, et ego, ob tantilliun sapj-
entiiE Ejus radiolum, gtates peisolvcie nunqiiam desinam : Sin quid abetratuni sit, id
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